
COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL EXPANDS BURN BAN TO INCLUDE 
RECREATIONAL FIRES 
 
News Release from Clark Co. WA Communications 
Posted on FlashAlert: September 8th, 2022 8:36 AM 

Vancouver, Wash. – Due to the extreme fire danger, recreational fires will be prohibited throughout 
unincorporated Clark County effective 12:01 am, September 9, 2022.  

This recreational fire restriction is in addition to the general outdoor burning prohibition that was 
implemented on July 15.  

According to Fire Marshal Dan Young this is a preventive measure to reduce the risk of grass or brush 
fires as a result of escaped campfires.  

This ban joins with the ban imposed by the Cities of Camas and Washougal. 

“The ongoing hot, dry weather has us concerned with how easy it is for a fire to be ignited by an 
escaped ember from a recreational fire,” said Young. “A small campfire can accidentally spread to 
adjacent properties very easily with our current dry conditions.”  

With no precipitation in the forecast and the expectation of temperatures in the 80’s and 90’s to 
continue, the ban will be in place until sufficient rainfall occurs to lower the risk.  

Creating a defensible space around a home helps prevent wildfires from spreading to a residence, or 
vice versa. Young recommends the following measures in both rural and urban areas: 

• Remove fuel 
o Within 3-5 feet of foundations, outbuildings, garages and sheds 
o Within 10 feet of a house 
o Under decks and porches 
o From gutters, eaves, porches and decks 

• Cut the lawn if it is brown. Dispose of debris and cuttings. 
• Prune trees so lowest branches are 6-10 feet above the ground. 
• Landscape with native and flame-resistant plants. 

Self-contained camp stoves, which are not banned, are a safe and easy alternative for outdoor cooking.  

  

### 

Contact Info: 
Dan Young, Fire Marshal  
564.397.3324  
dan.young@clark.wa.gov 

https://clark.wa.gov/community-development/county-implements-warm-weather-burn-ban-beginning-july-15-0
https://clark.wa.gov/community-development/county-implements-warm-weather-burn-ban-beginning-july-15-0
mailto:dan.young@clark.wa.gov


 

VANCOUVER FIRE MARSHAL ISSUES RECREATIONAL BURN 
BAN 
 
News Release from City of Vancouver 
Posted on FlashAlert: July 28th, 2022 8:00 AM 

Vancouver, Wash. – Due to extremely dry conditions, Vancouver Fire Marshal Heidi Scarpelli has issued 
a total ban on recreational burning, effective at 12:01 a.m. Friday, July 29 for the city of Vancouver.  

The burning ban is based on weather conditions, fuel moisture content in vegetation and community 
fire safety needs. It will likely remain in effect throughout the summer months or until weather and fire 
danger conditions greatly improve. Citations may be issued to those who violate the order. An update 
will be provided when the recreational burn ban is lifted. 

These types of fires are prohibited during the ban: 

 Recreational fires and bonfires 
 Campfires 
 Fires in outdoor fireplaces, fire pits and chimney-type devices 

Cooking outdoors in propane or charcoal barbecues approved for that type of use is still allowed during 
the burning ban. Cooking and heating fires in unmanaged situations, such as homeless camps, are illegal 
under city ordinance and will be extinguished.  

“The risk for fire is high and state officials have said that this year’s wildfire season has the potential to 
be challenging as the fine fuels continue to cure,” said Vancouver Fire Marshal Heidi Scarpelli. “It is vital 
that everyone be extra vigilant about fire safety during this time. In addition to not using any 
recreational fires, we also ask that smokers never put out their cigarettes in bark mulch or planters or 
toss lit cigarettes out car windows.” 

While the recreational burn ban is in place, all fires will be illegal within the city limits. Community 
members are encouraged to call 9-1-1 and report any fire-related activity so it can be promptly 
extinguished by the fire department.  

Those who violate the recreational burn ban may be subject to a fire code citation and a $500 fine, 
which may include criminal penalties. 

Learn more about fire and life safety prevention at www.vanfire.org.  



Contact Info: 
Heidi Scarpelli, Vancouver Fire Marshal, 360-833-3418, Heidi.Scarpelli@cityofvancouver.us 
 



County implements warm weather burn ban 
beginning July 15 
Published Date 

Mon, 07/11/2022 - 12:00 PM 

Starting at 12:01 a.m. Friday, July 15, all land clearing and residential burning in Clark 

County will be restricted until further notice. 

The Fire Marshal also is rescinding all burning permits issued prior to the ban. Permits 

can be reissued or extended when the ban is lifted. The burning restrictions do not 

apply to federally managed lands. 

“Along with DNR and neighboring counties (Pacific, Cowlitz, Lewis, Wahkiakum and 

Skamania) open burning in Clark County will be closed until Sept. 30,” said Clark County 

Fire Marshal Dan Young. 

To have predictable and consistent burn bans, Clark, Cowlitz and Skamania counties 

jointly implement a policy to ban outdoor burning from July 15 through Sept. 30 each 

year. Designating this period was based on years of information about fuel conditions. 

Recreational campfires on forest lands are allowed only in improved fire pits in 

designated campgrounds, such as commercial campgrounds and local, county and state 

parks. On private land, recreational fires are permitted when built according to the 

following regulations: 

• Recreational fires must be in a metal-, stone- or masonry-lined fire pit such as 

those in improved campgrounds or available at home and garden stores. 

• Size may not exceed 3 feet in diameter by 2 feet in height. 

• Fires must be at least 25 feet from a structure or other combustible material and 

have at least 20 feet of clearance from overhead fuels such as tree limbs, patio 

covers or carports. 

• Fires must be attended at all times by a responsible person at least 16 years old 

who has the ability and tools to extinguish the fire. Tools include a shovel and 

either five gallons of water or a connected and charged water hose. 

• Portable outdoor fireplaces, also known as patio fireplaces, designed to burn 

solid wood should not be operated within 15 feet of a structure or combustible 

material and must always be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s 

instructions. 



• Completely extinguish recreational fires by covering them with water or moist soil 

and stirring with a shovel until all parts are cool to the touch. 

• Self-contained camp stoves are a safe and easy alternative to campfires. 

For more information, please contact the Fire Marshal’s Office at 564.397.2186 or visit 

the county’s website at https://clark.wa.gov/community-development/outdoor-burning. 

COTACT: 

Dan Young, Fire Marshal, Community Development 

564.397.3324, dan.young@clark.wa.gov 
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